file_0.png


file_1.wmf



file_2.png


file_3.wmf



file_4.png


file_5.wmf





August 2022

	Hello students, parents, and guardians!  Welcome to an exciting new adventure in 5th grade!  My name is Mrs. Kristen Rantz and I am writing to introduce myself as your homeroom teacher for the 2022/2023 school year.
	I will start by telling you a bit about myself.  I am almost 42 years old and I hold a B.A. in Spanish and Humanities from Bloomsburg University and am Elementary Certified through DeSales University.  I earned my Masters Degree in Education from Cabrini College in 2009.  This will be my 18th year teaching in the Central Bucks School District and I am proud to be a "Groveland Grizzly".  As some of you already know, I have experience in teaching 3rd, 1st, and 6th grades at Groveland.  I cannot wait to see how much our former 1st graders have grown over the years!
	On a personal note, I celebrated my 15th wedding anniversary and both of my sons’ birthdays over the summer.  My son Wyatt is 13 and is entering 8th grade, while my son Grayson turned 10 and is going into 5th grade this year. My family and I live in Quakertown with our Boston Terrier, Uma. We were excited to travel again this summer and were lucky enough to visit the Fingerlakes in New York and the beach in New Jersey.  When I am not playing with my dog or my sons, I like to read, play games, do Zumba, and go shopping with friends.  Most importantly, I love teaching, and I can't wait to learn about your interests and hear how your summer was spent!
	I am extremely excited to be starting a new year and new grade level at Groveland Elementary. You may already thinking about supplies you may need for the upcoming school year.  Those mentioned on the 5th grade supply list will be used throughout the year.  I encourage my students to design and effectively use their own system of organization; for example, a 3-ring binder or an accordion folder that will travel with them to all subject areas.  Students may be going to other 5th grade classrooms for different subjects and will need to have their supplies organized when leaving their homerooms.  I also allow students to bring in a small snack each day and they may keep a water bottle in their cubbies (as long as the cap can be closed tightly). I also expect each student to keep a book in his or her desk that may be taken out for silent reading at various times throughout the day.  Of course, my classroom library is always available to students, as well!
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	Surely there will be more classroom routines to introduce and topics to discuss as school gets started, but I appreciate your help in providing the initial school supplies for our 5th graders.  I am confident that our communication throughout the year will ensure a positive balance between home and school. Therefore, I promise to inform you of any important events, problems, concerns, reminders, and even positive compliments through a phone call or e-mail.  I also welcome you to contact me with any questions you may have.  Enjoy the remainder of the summer and I cannot wait to meet you!
											
								                 Sincerely,
									    Mrs. Rantz

